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"No," said Eunuch Hsiieh, "do not offer him wine, noble
Chou. Greet each other with a simple reverence." This they
did and Major Chou bowed to the other guests. He sat down
in the third place on the left. Food was brought for him, then
two plates of pies, two plates of meat, and two jars of wine.
This was for Major Chou's servants.. Major Chou thanked
his host and bade his servant take the food away. They passed
wine to each other. With singing, dancing and music, they
had a very happy time.
They drank until sunset. Dr J£n was the first to leave.
Hsi-m£n Ch'ing took him to the gate. "How is your lady?"
the doctor said. "Is she better?"
"She was .better immediately she took your medicine,"
Hsi-m£n Ch'ing said, "but for some reason or other she has
been none too well these last few days. You must come and
see her again. "Dr J£n mounted his horse and rode away.
The two scholars Ni and Wfin rose. Hsi-men urged them to
stay longer but they would not. Hsi-mSn went to see them off.
"I will come and see you," he said to Wfin. "I will have a study
prepared for you to live 4n and you must bring your family.
Every month I shall offer a small sum for your beans and water."
"You are most kind," said Master Wen.
Master Ni exclaimed: "A noble gentleman indeed, who
recognises literature so handsomely!"
When they had gone, *Hsi-m£n Ch'ing returned and drank
with his guests. The party did not come to an end until the
first night-watch. The four singing-girls went to the Moon
Lady's room and sang a few songs for the ladies. In the front
court, Hsi-mSn asked Ying Po-chueh and Uncle Wu to stay.
He gave food to the actors and dismissed them. The servants
cleared the tables and Hsi-mSn called, for dessert. Then he
bade Li Ming, Wu Hui and ChSng Ffeng come and sing,
and gave them wine.
"Brother," Po-chueh said, "this has been a splendid enter-
tainment and your guests have been well pleased."
Li Ming said that the two eunuchs, Liu and Hsiieh, had
been very generous in their presents and they had left a
packet of silver for Cassia and Silver Maid. "His Excellency
Hsiieh is younger than the other," the boy said, "and that
makes him more lively."

